A Contribution to the Study of Urticaria Pigmentosa. By Dr. E. Graham Little {British Journal of Dermatology, October, November, December, 1905, and January, 1906) .?In this paper the clinical and histological details are given of fourteen cases observed by the writer, along with a review of the literature of the subject. Of special interest is the examination of the blood made in several of the cases by Mr Light treatment produced no improvement. In October it had increased to the size of a shilling, the margins had become very hard, and the centre ulcerated. It was therefore excised.
The histological examination showed it to be a squamous epithelioma, with well-marked cell nests.
Surrounding the epitheliomatous processes was a dense cellular infiltration, consisting chiefly of plasma cells and fibroblasts, which was doubtless tuberculous in origin, though it was not characteristic in that no giant-cell system could be detected, and it resembled more the type of granulomatous infiltration met with in scrofuloderma than in lupus vulgaris.
The development of epithelioma in old-standing lupus is comparatively rare, but its development on an x-ray cicatrix replacing lupus seems to be not infrequent. Mendes da Costa records seven cases out of seventy-two so treated (La Rev. prat, d? Mai. Cat. et Ven., 1905, p. 224 ). In Dr. Macleod's case the irritant which caused the malignant proliferation of the x-rayed epidermis may have been the growth of the underlying foci of tuberculosis, the friction of the collar against the neck, or possibly both causes combined.
Such cases emphasise the necessity of taking every care to avoid a severe x-ray reaction in tissues weakened by the presence of the tubercle bacillus.
